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Date: 01 February  2010 

 

To: Ralph Neal, SO-PA 

From: Jane Smith, FSO-PA, Flotilla 6-10 

RE: FSO-PA Report 

 

Per your request, here is the PA Report for Capitola Flotilla 6-10 for January 2010. 

 

 

08 January 2010 - THE GREAT MOSS LANDING RACE TIDE TAR BALL 

EXPERIMENT  

 

On 05 January, an email was sent from Station Monterey to Tony Budlong, FC 6-4, and 

Wally Smith, FC 6-10, requesting Auxiliary assistance with an exercise to study the 

dispersion of oil should a spill occur during an incoming race tide in Moss Landing 

Harbor.  OP FAC 301219 accepted the opportunity.  301219 departed Santa Cruz Harbor 

at 1000 and arrived in Moss Landing at 1215; the coxswain was Vic Linderholm, boat 

crew Jane & Wally Smith, and trainee Brent Smith.   

 
Coxswain Vic Linderholm (right), Boat Crew Wally Smith (at helm), and Trainee Brent Smith underway 

from Santa Cruz.  Boat Crew & FSO-PA Jane Smith not in photo (photographer). 

 

At 1300 a briefing was held with all parties including representatives from the Coast 

Guard, Dept. of Fish & Game, Moss Landing Marine Lab, MBARI, and the Auxiliary.  In 

brief, the exercise included dispersing two bales of rice husks across the main channel 

during an incoming race tide and observing the flow patterns for approximately 20 

minutes.  301219ôs assignment was to prevent any vessels from exiting the main harbor 

during the exercise so that the rice husk flow would not be artificially affected. 
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Briefing with CG, Dept. of Fish & Game, Moss Landing Marine Labs, & Monterey Bay Research Institute 

personnel.  Aux members from 6-4, 6-7, & 6-10 in attendance ï from left: Tony Budlong, Bob Burt, Wally 

Smith, Skip Eckel, Vic Linderholm, Mark McLaughlin (photo by Jane Smith). 

 

 

Photos of the TAR BALL EXPERIMENT (photo credits: Tony Budlong): 

 

 
Rice husks are deployed across main channel 
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Rice husks are observed by Moss Landing Marine Lab vessel 

 

 
Rice husk flow pattern developing 
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OP FAC 301219 heading out for home port in Santa Cruz 

The exercise commenced at 1430 with the dispensing of the rice husks.  301219 was 

100% successful in preventing any vessels from transiting the area (none tried!).  The 

exercise terminated at 1450. 
 

10 January 2010 - Email received from the LT overseeing the operation: 
 

Good Morning- 

 

Thank you all for such terrific participation last week. Our partners with California 

Department of Fish and Game, Moss Landing Marine Labs, and MBARI were grateful 

for your contributions and impressed by your ability to work seamlessly with us during a 

last-minute request. 

 

Although the exercise was not terribly exciting, we gathered a series of data which was 

surprising and unexpected. The micro currents created by fresh water from the slough 

mixed with salty ocean water resulted in surface characteristics only a few, if anyone, 

know little about in the Moss Landing area. 

 

We hope to work with you all again during the second part of the exercise in 

March/April...should be more exciting then. 

 

Stay safe, and thank you for your service. 

V/R 

LT Jeff Rubini 

 

 

 



5 

 

16 January 2010 ï BOAT CREW QUALIFICATION CLASS ï FIRST AID  

 

Boat Crew mentors Mike Dioszegi (Fl 6-7) and Wally Smith (Fl 6-10) conducted a 

qualification and sign-off session for First Aid for eight members of 6-7 & 6-10 working 

towards Boat Crew Qualification, and one member sitting in for review.  The class was 

held at the Santa Cruz Harbor Public Meeting Room. 

 
Mike Dioszegi & Wally Smith ï Instructors / Mentors 
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Members captivated by the presentation! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Jane D. Smith, FSO-PA 

Flotilla 6-10 

 


